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Notice Board 

1. To promote organic sustainable food 
raising for home gardens and farms.  

2. To foster research into improved  
methods of organic farming and  
gardening.  

3. To provide information and support to 
all those interested in the various  
aspects of organic growing. 

 
Meetings Held:  The fourth Thursday of the 

month at the Elanora Community Centre, 26 

Galleon Way, Elanora. 
 

Annual Membership Fees: 
Single: $20. Family: $30.  
To renew or start memberships please trans-
fer funds dctly into our bank account, send 
cheques (payable to GCOG) to PO Box 210, 
Mudgeeraba Qld 4213, or just pay at the door.  
 

Name:  Gold Coast Organic Growers 
Bank:  Suncorp      BSB:   484-799 
Account:  0014-21651 
Membership Renewals: If paying online 
include your Name and Membership #  
 
Overdue:  Debbie Casey (442), Dianne Ca-
sey (461), Henry Blonner (108) Rachel Peate 
(477), Mary Courtney (482), Penny Schulze 
(483), Kym OôConnell (470), Jill Barber (290), 
Robyn Penfold (439), John & Lee Drakes 
(485), Melanie Glenister (486), Cathie Hodge 
(304), Bill Smart (386), Justin Rogers (487), 
Jenni Pocock (488), Amy Lukens (356), Cathy 
Sugerman (492), Di Gunther (493) 
 
November:  Megan Keeler (358), Tanasia 
Park (490).  
 
January:  Anne-Marie Andrew (337), Belinda 
Rennie (462). 
 

February: Roger & Pauline Behrendorff 

(232), Penny Jameson (201), Kerry Lason 

(402), Gary & Sue Webb (445), Cheree Hol-

land (475), Colleen Rohan (491), Gail 

Dunkley (494).  
 

Membersô Market Corner: Please bring 
plants, books and produce to sell or trade. 

2015 Committee 2021-2022 Committee 

President Maria Roberson 
(07) 5598 6609 

Vice President Diane Kelly 

 0403 473 892  

Treasurer Diane Kelly 

 0403 473 892  

Secretary 

 

 

Assistant Sec 

Deb Phillips 
0422 680 784  
debraps@gmail.com 
 
Penny Jameson 

0411 639 558   

Membership Sec 

Membership Asst 
Diane Kelly 
Penny Jameson 

Newsletter Editor 
 
Newsletter Assts. 

Leah Johnston 
leahbryan9@gmail.com  
Diane Kelly   
Jill Barber 

Website  Editor 
Social Media E. 

Jorge Cantellano 

Maria Roberson 

Grants Stacey Panozzo 
0406 007 583   
staceypanozzo1@gmail.com 

Lyn Mansfield 

Guest Speaker 
Liaison 

Leah Johnston 
leahbryan9@gmail.com 

Librarians Doug Beitz 

Sally Beitz 

Seed Bank  
Seed Assistants 

Lyn Mansfield  
Bill Smart  

Supper 

Co-ordinator 

Deb Phillips 
Dianne Casey 

 

Seed Bank:  Packets are $2.00 each. 

Raffle Table:  This relies on the kind gener-
osity of members to donate items on the 
night. Tickets - $1 each or 3 for $2. 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/gcorganic 
View our Newsletters On-Line  at: 
www.goldcoastorganicgrowers.org.au/  

Thanks to this issueôs contributors: 
Jill Barber, Jorge Cantellano, Diane Kelly, 
Pauline Maxwell, Maria Roberson, Justy  
Rogers and Dale Shoo. 

mailto:cathie.hodge@gmail.com
http://www.goldcoastorganicgrowers.org.au/
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nity spirited people who donated our 
wonderful prizes, and I know that you will       
support them in turn. Of course, the raffle 
was expertly called by Lyn, and Paul   
ensured winners got to make their choice 
from the prize laden table in a timely 
fashion as directed by Lyn. Last but not 
least was the food and our beautifully 
decorated birthday cake. Margaret     
applied her skill and knack to adorning 
the cake with her lovely homegrown flow-
ers in shades of apricot and blue.  
 

A very big thank you to all those who 
helped set up, hang tinsel, chopped fruit 
and arranged platters, pitched in where 
they could, and at the end of the night 
got the cleaning up done and dusted. 
You are amazing! 
 

I look forward to spending many more 
years with you all and cheers to the little 
club with a growing future. 
 

Happy growing, 
Maria 

Hello Everyone, 
 

We certainly had a wonderful time cele-
brating the clubôs 25th Birthday. Our Octo-
ber meeting gave us the opportunity to 
come together with club members past 
and present. It was so lovely to recon-
nect with many of our original friends, 
some of who were founding members or 
with us from very early in the clubôs life. 
We are so happy that they were able to 
come along and help us celebrate such a 
special milestone for our little club. 
  
We have been very fortunate over these 
many years in having so many capable, 
knowledgeable and talented people in 
our group, and their help in progressing 
GCOG through the last two and a half 
decades has been vital.  
 

Our usual meeting format was cast aside 
so that we could celebrate in true GCOG 
fashion. The evening saw us enthusiasti-
cally attempting to name the bird respon-
sible for the recorded calls of Sallyôs 
choosing. We then played a tricky game 
of pass the parcel, tightly wrapped by 
Heather, to the tune of Home Among the 
Gum Trees. Diane was ready to fox us 
with a challenging set of trivia questions 
which had most of us scratching our 
heads. We needed a little brain break so 
it was time for a sing along written by our 
Poet in Residence, Pauline, to the tune 
of A Few of My Favourite things. The 
sing along was guided by John and Pen-
ny as well as several other vocally gifted 
members, and I will add, that they all 
sounded fabulous. Who knows, there 
may even be a recording contract in it for 
us. The final event (if you donôt count the 
eating part) was the monster raffle. Leah 
outdid     herself seeking support from so 
many wonderful businesses and commu-

Presidentôs Notes 
By Maria Roberson 

President Maria, the newest member, 
Gay Bavington, and the first member, 

Dale Shoo, cut the cake 
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¶ Publicity: We had to let people know 
the club existed. 

¶ Membership incentives: People would 
join the club and attend its meetings if 
there were real advantages in doing so. 

¶ Communication: We needed to ex-
change ideas and support with other 
similar groups. We also needed to 
raise the level of public awareness in 
regard to the important environmental 
and health-related benefits of organic 
food production. 

 
Towards achieving these goals, a regular 
newsletter was launched and distributed. 
At the monthly meetings guest speakers 
gave talks on a range of interesting and 
informative topics. A meeting-night shop 
for the purchase and sale of organic    
produce was begun, as well as a library 
and seed bank. Field trips, networking, 
fund-raising, community participation ï 
gradually, other suggestions and ideas 
were added to the mix.   
 
Now, here the club is all these years later, 
celebrating what would have to be, by any 
measure, a pretty substantial milestone. 
This sort of situation doesnôt happen by 
accident. It takes enthusiasm, commit-
ment and effort by many, many people.  
So, to all members past and present, to 
the Committee, and to everyone who has 
helped or supported the club along the 
way, a big: ñGood on you!ò  
 
The aims of GCOG as set out in its very 
first newsletter, were as follows: 

¶ To promote organic sustainable food-
raising for gardens and farms. 

¶ To foster research into improved meth-
ods of organic farming and gardening. 

¶ To provide information and support to 
all those interested in the various as-
pects of organic growing. 
After a quarter of a century, the club still 
fulfils that brief. The lasting friendships 
and sense of community it has fostered in 
the process have been a bonus harvest.  

Congratulations to Gold Coast Organic 
Growers on its 25th Anniversary. The 
possibility of creating a club to bring  
together local people interested in grow-
ing their own organic fruit and vegeta-
bles was first suggested by Maria, way 
back at the end of 1997. It sounded like 
a fantastic idea. Admittedly, a slightly 
challenging one, as well! But we set out 
on the adventure with huge positivity.  
 

Gecko was happy to rent their hall to us 
for an evening so we could test how 
much response there might be to the 
concept. Use of the Gecko kitchen was 
included, which meant we could add the 
extra allure of supper to help haul in    
potentially interested parties. A local 
newspaper very generously agreed to 
run an ad in their community noticeboard 
section, so a brief spiel was drafted up, 
something along the lines of: ñA meeting 
will be held oné até with a view to   
setting up an organic growersô group. 
Anyone interested in organic home    
gardening, farming and related matters 
is invited to attend. Supper provided. 
Phone... for further details.ò  
 
That initial gathering was small but    
successful. Twelve people turned up. 
Proposals for organising a club were 
discussed, after which a guest speaker 
gave a short talk on natural products for 
building up the health of soils. In keeping 
with the earthy topic of the evening, we 
jokingly dubbed ourselves The Dirty 
Dozen. Within two years of the clubôs 
first official meeting, membership had 
swelled to over seventy keen organic 
characters.  
 
From the beginning, it became obvious 
that in order to keep the momentum  
going there was a need to focus on 
some important points:  

Twenty Five Years of GCOG 
By Dale Shoo 

Former Secretary and Editor 
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Seeing our Club has just celebrated 
its 25th birthday, it is appropriate to 
ask some of our members what it is 
about being part of our Club that they 
enjoy. The answers were varied and 
interesting. 
 
When I first joined GCOG, Iôd already 
started digging up my parentsô backyard 
for a bigger and bigger garden. Murray 
Olver, a long-time member and friend of 
my Dadôs, brought me along. I felt totally 
out of place, but I was also learning a lot, 
so I kept coming. None of my friends, no 
one I knew except Murray, was interest-
ed in growing their own food. 
 
I volunteered to be Guest Speaker Liai-
son early in my time at GCOG and Iôm so 
glad I did. It really was the fast-track to 
getting to know other members, and I 
quickly stopped feeling like a fish out of 
water. Instead, one of the best things 
about meetings became all the little catch 
ups with people I knew. Thatôs still one of 
the best things, and what makes the 
drive worthwhile even during daylight 
savings.  
 
I have more like-minded friends these 

Why We Enjoy Being Members of the 
Gold Coast Organic Growers 

By Diane Kelly 


